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PRACTICAL INFORMATION



08:45 Welcome coffee

09:15 Welcome 
R. E. GONSETTE, President BMSSG
P. LALOUX, President BNS

09:30 Scientific session – part I
Chairman : J. SCHOENEN

R. E. GONSETTE, 
President Charcot Foundation 
Association of interferon-beta and
inosine in relapsing-remitting
multiple sclerosis : results

P. STINISSEN, Universiteit Hasselt
Defective immune regulation in
multiple sclerosis : role in
pathogenesis and target for therapy

R. VRIJSEN, VUB
Macrophages persistently infected
with Theiler's murine
encephalomyelitis virus as a
cellular model for multiple
sclerosis

11:00 Coffee break

11:30 Academic session
R. E. GONSETTE, President BMSSG
President Charcot Foundation 
50th anniversary fellowship
presentation
Overview of the project by the winner

C. J. SINDIC, Vice-president BMSSG
Belgian Multiple Sclerosis Study
Group : past and future

12:30 Walking dinner

13:45 Scientific session – part II
Chairman : C. J. SINDIC

P. VERMERSCH, Université de Lille,
France
The future of oral therapy in
multiple sclerosis 

S. BELACHEW, ULg
Identification of intrinsic cues that
control the recruitment of
oligodendrocyte progenitor cells
(OPCs) after demyelination 

G. OPDENAKKER, KUL
Inhibition of matrix
metalloproteinases in MS : from
credo to clinic in five steps

G. NAGELS, NMSC Melsbroek 
Impairment of cognitive functions in
MS

V. VAN PESCH, 
C. UYTTENHOVE, 
J. VAN SNICK, UCL 
Does the IL-23/IL-17 pathway play a
role in Experimental Autoimmune
Encephalitis and Multiple
Sclerosis ?

16:30 Closing remarks and cocktail 
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The Belgian Multiple Sclerosis Study Group and

the Belgian Neurological Society are pleased to

invite you to the Symposium "Multiple

Sclerosis : new insights" on March 8th, 2008 to

celebrate the 50th anniversary of the BMSSG

that has funded basic and clinical researches in

Belgium via the Charcot Foundation. 

On this occasion the BMSSG will grant a "50th

anniversary fellowship" of 50 000 € to a young

researcher for an additional training in a foreign

institution. The preliminary results of the

Belgian ASIIMS trial will also be presented.

The BMSSG and the BNS hope to welcome you

to this exceptional meeting.

Yours sincerely,

R. E. Gonsette,

Belgian Multiple Sclerosis Study Group

President 

J. Schoenen,

Belgian Neurological Society

General Secretary 
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